
November 18, 2013      7:00 P.M. 

JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX - COMMISSIONERS' ROOM   

MINUTES 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 

Frank Emory, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Mike Haddock, Vice-Chairman   Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                          Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                    
Joe Wiggins, Commissioner                
Zack Koonce, III, Commissioner   
    
The Chairman called the meeting to order and Zack Koonce gave the invocation.  A MOTION 
was made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried THAT 
the agenda be approved with the following amendments: 
 
10.  AMERICORP 

11.  WELL 5B AND WELL 4  

 
MOTION made by Zack Koonce, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of November 4, 2013, be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

There were no public comments.  
 
1. HIGHWAY 17 ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY         

Marc Finlayson provided the board with information regarding the Highway 17 
Economic Impact Study.  Mr. Finlayson was asked a timeframe for the Highway 17 four-
lane project in Jones County.  He stated that Highway 17 should be underway prior to 
July 2015 with it being travel ready by the end of 2018.   
 

2.  TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT - OCTOBER     

 Mr. Howard presented the October Tax Collections Report showing a total collection 
 of $1,604,924.24 (27.57%).   
 
3.  REVALUATION PROGRESS REPORT    

Mr. Howard presented the November Tax Revaluation Progress Report. Mr. Howard 
informed the board that the Revaluation Notices were delayed by two-weeks. 

 

4.  4-H CAMP UPDATE    

Mr. Howard informed the board that the 4-H Camp issue discussed at the previous 
meeting had been taken care of and the camp will not be closing.         
 
   
  



5.  VIDANT MEDICAL CENTER - LEVEL I TRAUMA CENTER RENEWAL  

A letter was sent to the board from the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services.  This letter was to inform them that Vidant Medical Center will have a site visit 
to consider its application for renewal designation as a Level I trauma center. The 
purpose of the notification was to seek local input on this matter.  There was some 
discussion among the board about having a representative from Jones County to serve on 
the hospital board for Vidant in Greenville and Carolina East in New Bern.  The board 
consensus was to draft a letter to these hospitals requesting representation on their 
respective boards.   

   
6.  AUDIT EXTENSION     

Mr. Howard explained that the auditors have requested a thirty-day extension for the 
audit due to the large number of individual projects that are currently active in the county.  
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the thirty-day audit extension be approved.   
 

7.  2014 COMMISSIONERS' MEETING SCHEDULE       

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and uanimously carried 
THAT the 2014 Jones County Commissioners' Meeting Schedule be approved with all 
meetings to be held at the Jones County Office Complex.   
 

8.  NC CODE OFFICIALS QUALIFICATIONS BOARD - AUDIT REPORT   

Mr. Howard presented the NC Code Officials Qualifications Board Audit Report to the 
board.  It was specifically noted that the investigator stated, "In all areas, Jones County 
was not only in compliance with NC General Statutes and the NC Fire Code, but doing 
an excellent job".  This is a reflection of the hard work and dedication of our Fire 
Inspector, Timmy Pike.  
 

9.  FIRE TAX - ELECTIONS INFORMATION  

As a matter of information, Mr. Howard presented the ballot numbers from the Board of 
Elections in regards to the fire tax voting.   
 

10.  AMERICORP 

(This items was discussed first during the meeting) 
The Americorp team, Delta 4, introduced themselves to the board.  This team will be here 
until December 3, 2013. Michael White, Jones Middle School Principal, asked the 
blessing of the board in applying for another team from Americorp for next year.  The 
board consensus was that this is a great program that Jones County is proud to be a part 
of and will support.   
 

11.  WELL 5B AND WELL 4 

 MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Zack Koonce, and carried THAT the 
 low bid from A.C. Schultes of Carolina, Inc. be accepted for the Well 5B and Well 4 
 Projects and the Project Budget Ordinance be approved.  A copy of the bids and Project 



 Budget Ordinance is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference and 
 made a part of these minutes.   Sondra Ipock-Riggs OPPOSED.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 E.J. (Joey) Collins, citizen, requested that the board contact DOT in regards to placing 
 speed bumps on Paul Drive.  Mr. Collins stated that the community would be willing to 
 pay for the speed bumps.   
 
 Russell Metts, citizen, spoke to the board concerning the prison ministries discussed at 
 the previous meeting.  Mr. Metts stated that it doesn't make sense to turn prisoners loose 
 with no money and no place to go and this is inhumane.  Mr. Metts stated that the county 
 can't be so broke that we can't help them when they are down.  Mr. Koonce stated that 
 this falls under the General Assembly and action needs to be taken at a higher level than 
 the county.      
 
 Rebecca Anderson, citizen, informed the board of some projects she is working on like 
 job training for offenders, a soup kitchen, low cost counseling for children and families, 
 and etc. in the area. Mrs. Anderson explained that she is searching for private grants to 
 assist with these projects.       
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Diabetes Awareness Proclamation be approved in support of 
November being Diabetes Awareness Month.  A copy of the proclamation is marked 
Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.     
 
Mr. Howard presented a news report to the board showing that Craven County has 
considered withdrawing funds from the Eastern Region.  MOTION made by Sondra 
Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously carried THAT Franky Howard 
obtain information on withdrawing DMV fees from the Eastern Region that were set 
aside for Jones County from the Global Transpark (GTP) license plates fees.   
 
Mr. Howard discussed the Hofmann Forest reports with the board showing what the new 
owners of the property may be using the land for in the future.   
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

 Sondra Ipock-Riggs- 

 Mrs. Ipock-Riggs discussed the need to meet with Pollocksville Town Board to discuss 
 water issues.  The board agreed and Mr. Howard will set up this meeting.  
   
 Joe Wiggins- 

 Mr. Wiggins informed the board that the DOT fixed the hole at the end of Huffmantown 
 Road.   
 
  

 



 Zack Koonce - 

 Mr. Koonce asked if Mr. Howard had heard anything back from the Department of 
 Transportation (DOT) in regards to the wreck at the intersection of Highway 41 and Ten 
 Mile Fork Road.  Mr. Howard stated that he hasn't as of yet but will make contact with 
 Clifton Mills to request a status update.    
 

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Frank Emory     Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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EXHIBIT B 

 


